September 10, 2007
President George W. Bush
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Re: APPOINTMENT OF NEW U.S. ATTORNEY GENERAL AND OTHER MATTERS
REGARDING VIGOROUS ENFORCEMENT OF FEDERAL OBSCENITY LAWS

Dear President Bush:

We understand that our nation faces many pressing prolleshs]ing the threat of terrorism; but our
nation also faces a growing moral crisis, giving rigeoag other things, to teen promiscuity, sexually
transmitted diseases (including AIDS), abortions, childi@m to single mothers, divorces, sexual abuse
of children, sexual harassment, rape, and traffickigomen and children. The human and taxpayer
costs associated with these and other problems alelfatae.

It is clear that the explosive increase in the albdits of pornography is fueling this moral crisis. Itis
also clear that there are federal obscenity lawsdrea the books that can be enforced against
hardcore pornography and that the Supreme Court has repagibdld these laws.

From 1987 to 1993, major progress was made in enforcing fexteadnity laws against commercial
distributors of hardcore “adult” pornography. Federal obsgdaws were also strengthened by the
enactment of the Child Protection and Enforcement A&B8B. In 1996 Congress clarified that use of
an interactive computer service to transport obsceneialatis prohibited.

But while we applaud the progress your administration hake nmdate in the war against obscenity,
even the pornographers themselves expected to see facartailment of obscenity by now. In fact,
the pornographers began preparing for a full retreat ngtd@er your election, based on the successful
efforts that had been implemented against obscenity dyomgfather’s term in office.

Our purpose in writing this letter is to encourage yowake tsteps necessary to bring about significant
progress in this war against obscenity before your seesndends. You have spoken movingly about
the need for cultural renewal; we believe that takingleéeaction now to clean up the glut of obscenity
that pollutes our cultural environment would be a worthy lgdacyour administration.

We note here that a poll conducted in 2005 by Harris Ictigeafound that 77% of adult Americans
supported the Justice Department’s then-reported new &ffertforce federal obscenity laws.

We urge you to begin by nominating a new U.S. Attorney Gdméro fully understands the importance
of enforcing federal obscenity laws and who is willing tcetavhatever steps are necessary to ensure
that the Justice Department fulfills its responsi¥pild enforce federal obscenity laws

We believe that Attorney Generals Ashcroft and Gtezzemeant well when each stated that
enforcement of obscenity laws is a Justice Departmpidrity.” By our count, however, there have
been fewer than 20 obscenity prosecutions against conaheistributors of “adult” pornography since
January 2001. That means the 94 U.S. Attorneys havaeditietween two and three obscenity
prosecutions per year during your presidency. That idyhanekfection of a “priority.” Both Attorney



Generals also appointed a capable and committed indivioaaldress the criminal obscenity problem.
Both then failed to fully support that individual when proldelater arose because of resistance to
enforcement of obscenity laws within the Departmentanitie FBI. When it comes to enforcing
obscenity laws, it isn’t enough to just “get the ballingl” Follow up is also crucial.

We also urge you to address with FBI Director Robert Mutile matter of the FBI's unwillingness to
investigate all but a relative handful of obscenity sase

On the one hand, the FBI expends tremendous resourcéatiogncrimes linked to the spread of
obscenity — namely, sexual abuse of children and tkaifficin women and children — while on the other
hand, it refuses to devote more than token resourcesrioatmbscenity. The FBI also expends
considerable energy combating organized crime (whichlli;msthe pornography business), tracking
down serial killers (many of whom are addicted to poraplyy), and curbing crimes often associated
with the breakdown of the family (pornography both prevamtd ruins marriages).

Furthermore, as retired FBI Agent Roger Young points‘@titere is no such thing as ‘just an obscenity
case.’ It does not exist. Crimes associated withegbigccrimes include the following—arson, bribery,
conspiracy, domestic terrorism, drugs, extortion, inntauy servitude, jury tampering, kidnapping, mail
fraud, money laundering, murder, obstruction of justice,tpotien, public corruption, racketeering,
rape, robbery, sexual assault, sexual exploitatimhitdren, tax evasion, and witness intimidation.”

If the Justice Department and FBI enforced obscenity \agegously, the resulting fines and forfeitures
of property would also cover much of the cost of invesing and prosecuting obscenity crimes.

We believe FBI Director Mueller meant well when heigised several agents located in Washington,
D.C. to investigate obscenity crimes nationwide, but feargety of reasons (including rapid turnover of
staff, an FBI policy that only allows investigationsaf-called “extreme pornography,” and lack of
cooperation from FBI Field Offices), these agents matebeen able to accomplish much.

Undoubtedly, much of the lack of enforcement problem ligdkeadoorsteps of those U.S. Attorneys
who lack the moral “backbone” to enforce obscenityslagr who fail to comprehend that obscenity is
not a “victimless crime,” or who think enforcement of odrsity laws may hinder their careers; but the
main problem has been the FBI’s unwillingness to invetgtigh but a handful of obscenity cases.

We also urge you to make fighting obscenity one of your tmpiges. President Reagan considered the
problem important enough to invite national leaders concetnmat @ornography to meet with him at
the White House Also attending the meeting were the then Attornepesal and Director of the FBI.
Two results of that meeting were the formation ofAtt®rney General's Commission on Pornography
and the formation of new Section in the Justice Demamt (now called the Child Exploitation &
Obscenity Section) that successfully prosecuted hundrddg@dore pornographers (before Attorney
General Janet Reno brought enforcement of federal obgt¢eng to a virtual standstill in 1994). Such

a high profile meeting during your last year in office vabstheak volumes to the public as well as send
a stern warning to the criminal networks that are profifrom such sleazy commerce.

We also urge you to speak publicly about the obscenity prob¥sa can talk about how the explosion
of obscenity corrupts children, ruins marriages, contrgtdesex crimes against children and adults,
and undermines the right of Americans to live in a deseciety. You can also talk about how being
the “porn capital of the world” makes the war agaie$igiously motivated terrorism more difficult.




And finally, we urge you to consider the impact of Intep@tnography on youthin the 1973aris

Adult Theatrel v. Saton case, the Supreme Court said that there are “legé@ig@ternmental interests
at stake in stemming the tide of obscene mategeats, assuming it isfeasible to enforce effective
safeguards against exposure to juveniles.” The truth of the matter is, of course, that outiarais failing
miserably when it comes to shielding minors from Intepzenography, as the following surveys show:

According to a study conducted by the Crimes Against Childreasource Center, the
percentage of Internet users ages 10 to 17 who were expasadaoted pornography in the
previous year increased from 25% in 2000 to 34% in 2005; and 13%sef youthful Internet
users said they had “gone to an X-rated site on purpos@pared to 8% in 2000. These
increases occurred even though significantly more pawsets filters in 2005 than in 2000.

According to a survey conducted in 2004 by the National Centé&ddiction and Substance
Abuse, 45% of teens have friends who regularly downloadgoaphy from the Internet.

According to Nielsen/Net Ratings for February 2002, Igel8% of visitors to “adult” websites
were younger than 18 years of age.

Because the Supreme Court has failed to uphold the Child Girlatection Act (COPA), the only laws
that can be enforced against websites that allow vidiborgw pornography free of charge (as teasers)
and without proof of age are the obscenity laws. ThecduBepartment has received tens-of-thousands
of citizen complaints about these teaser sites,dodate the Department has not acted on them.

We note here that the Congressionally created CORAn@ssion concluded in its October 20©al
Report: “Law enforcement resources at the state and fetrall have focused nearly exclusively on
child pornography and child stalking. We believe that an aggeesfort to address illegal, obscene
material on the Internet will also address the preseftiarmful to minors material.”

This ought to concern a President and First Lady whe tarked hard to protect our nation’s youth.
Among other things, hardcore pornography depicts adufiegydo child porn, barely legal teens, teen
sluts, gang bangs, group sex, unsafe sex galore, sex withlansex with excrement, sex with siblings,
sex with she-males, male-on-male rape, and the degradedpe and torture of women.

As you know, our nation was grounded in the concept aféi@ad liberty,” not anarchistic license. And
contrary to propaganda spewed forth by pornographers, th&JA@d the secular media, obscenity is
not protected by the First Amendment. In the 18MMBer v. California case, the Supreme Court said:

This much has been categorically settled by the Courbtistene material is
unprotected by the First Amendment...[T]o equate the frde@bust exchange of ideas
and political debate with commercial exploitation bscene material demeans the grand
conception of the First Amendment and its high purpasései historic struggle for
freedom. It is a “misuse of the great guarantees ofsjpeech and free press.”

Mr. Presidentwe urge you to take a leadership role in addressing the eargastabcenity
problem. The wellbeing of our nation, communities, fagsiland children are at stake.

Sincerely,



Robert Peters,
President of Morality in Media

Patrick Trueman
Former Chief, Child Exploitation & Obscenity SectionSUDepartment of Justice

Michael McManus
Syndicated columnist (“Ethics & Religion”), PresidentG%-Chair, Marriage Savers

Rev. Don Wildmon
Founder and Chairman, American Family Association

Charlie Butts
Religion Editor, USA Radio Network

Donna M. Hughes
PhD, Professor and Carlson Endowed Chair, Women’s StBdiggam, University of Rhode Island

Phil Burress
President, Citizens for Community Values

Rick Schatz
President and CEO, National Coalition for the Provectif Children & Families

Bobbie Burbridge Lane
President of Burbridge Foundation; National Chairman, tFAgjainst Pornography, American Mothers

Tony Perkins
President, Family Research Council

Tom Minnery
Vice President, Public Policy, Focus on the Family

Ted Baehr
Chairman, Christian Film & TV Commission

Wendy Wright
President, Concerned Women for America

Robert Knight
Director, Culture and Media Institute, Media Researcht&e

Rabbi Hersh Ginsberg
Director, Union of Orthodox Rabbis of the United St&dSanada

Bill Johnson
President, American Decency Association

Dr. Victor B. Cline, Psychologist
Professor Emeritus, University of Utah



Janice Shaw Crouse, Ph.D.
Director and Senior Fellow, The Beverly LaHaye Inséfi@oncerned Women for America

Jan LaRue, Esq.
Board of Advisors, Culture and Media Institute

James L. Lambert
Author of “Porn In America”

Claudia Barlow,
Coalition for a Fair Judiciary

Steven M. Crampton, Esg.
Vice President of Legal Affairs and General Counsddettly Counsel

William Murray
Chairman, Religious Freedom Coalition

Rabbi Yehuda Levin
Spokesperson, Jews for Morality

Karen Kristopher
Centers for Decency

Prof. William Wagner
Professor of constitutional law and ethics (former faberosecutor and judge)

Ann W. Burgess, DNSc.
Professor, Boston College School of Nursing

Peter LaBarbera
President, Americans For Truth

Steven J. Ensley
Executive Director, Cleanwww Inc.

Tiffany Helfrich
Founder, GirlsAgainstPorn.com & Tennessee Porn-No P&y&amit

Joe Glover
President, Family Policy Network

Roger T Young
FBI Special Agent (retired), Obscenity Investigator

Tom Rodgers
Detective Lieutenant, Retired, Indianapolis Police Depant

David Caton
Executive Director, Florida Family Association



David E. Smith, Executive Director
lllinois Family Institute

Carolyn L. Yockey
Illinois Great Rivers Conference President of Unitedhddist Women

Chuck Hurley
President, lowa Family Policy Center

Gene Mills
President, Louisiana Family Forum

Michael Heath
Executive Director of the Christian Civic League of hai

Kristian M. Mineau
President, Massachusetts Family Institute

Rita G. Covelle
Morality in Media of Massachusetts

Gary Glenn, President
American Family Association of Michigan

Dallas Erickson
President, Montana Help Our Moral Environment

Len Deo
New Jersey Family Policy Council

Frank Russo
President, American Family Association of New York

Chris Slattery
President, Expectant Mother Care, New York City

Diane Gramley
President, American Family Association of Pennsylvania

Peggie Lauber Miller
President, Good News Together We Stand (Lancaster, PA)

Victoria Cobb
President, The Family Foundation of Virginia

Julianne K. Appling
CEO, Wisconsin Family Council

Dom Gordon
President of Morality in Media of Wisconsin



